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OUR FUTURE 
WORLD?

a Creat ion ist Pers PeCt ive: Pa rt 4

What if all the ice melted? Here is a glimpse of what our world might look like after a catastrophe like this.
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The earth is around six thousand years old. 
Three-fourths of the planet is now covered by wa-
ter, and a thin veneer of atmosphere continues to 
protect us from harmful radiation. 

Currently 6.7 billion humans call earth home. 
They share the planet with a variety of amazing 
plants and animals—nearly 2 million species cata-
logued so far—living together in a complex web of 
life filling the sky, sea, and land. 

But the world is changing. While the earth’s plates 
have slowed to a crawl, volcanoes and earthquakes 
continue to reshape the surface. Hurricanes and lo-
cal floods cause enormous damage. Occasionally, 
species still arise and go extinct. The ozone appears 
to be thinning, temperatures are rising, glaciers are 
receding, and the sea level is rising.   

How can we know what will happen next?
Scoffers say that the present world is the key to 

understanding what happened in the past and what 
will happen in the future. They trust that the same 
slow processes we see today have always been and 
will always be. 

But we know from the Bible that unique events 
happened in the past, never to be repeated. For 
example, God created everything “very good” out 

of nothing. We also know that God destroyed that 
world in a global Flood.

We also find geologic evidence of unique catastro-
phes in the past—thick mud layers over continents, 
coal seams covering entire states, craters of supervol-
canoes, canyons cut thousands of feet deep, miles of 
underground cave passages, and remnants of thick 
ice sheets that once moved over continents. 

So we have no reason to believe that the present 
can tell us about the past . . . or the future. Based 
on God’s Word, we know that unique events are in 
store for the future, as they were for the past. As  
God once destroyed the earth by Flood, He will 
judge it by fire.

As stewards of God’s earth living in the present, 
we still have a responsibility to study the earth’s 
clues. Only by combining our knowledge of God’s 
Word and God’s world can we better understand 
how to live in the present and how to prepare for 
the future.

The everlasting Creator, who made all things 
in six days, sustains them now by His word. One 
day He will fulfill His glorious work by providing 
a new world, where He will dwell forever with His 
redeemed people.

Modern scoffers willfully reject the truth about earth history: 
• “Scoffers will come in the last days, . . . saying, ‘All things 

continue as they were from the beginning of creation.’ 
For this they willfully forget: that by the word of God the 
heavens were of old, and the earth . . . that then existed 
perished, being flooded with water” (2 Peter 3:3–6).

God preserves the present earth by His word. 
• “While the earth remains, seedtime and harvest, cold and 

heat, winter and summer, and day and night shall not 
cease” (Genesis 8:22).

• “He made the worlds, . . . upholding all things by the word 
of His power” (Hebrews 1:2–3).

God will judge the earth by fire. 
• “The heavens and the earth . . . are reserved for fire  
 until the day of judgment” (2 Peter 3:7).

• “The heavens will pass away with a great noise, and the 
elements will melt with fervent heat; both the earth and the 
works that are in it will be burned up” (2 Peter 3:10).

In light of earth history, God wants us to repent  
and prepare for eternity. 
• “Therefore, beloved, looking forward to these things,  
 be diligent to be found by Him in peace, without spot and  
 blameless” (2 Peter 3:14).

gOD’s FUTURE WORLD
gOD’s WORD

the Present is not the key to the future . . .

©
 iS

to
ck

p
ho

to
.c

o
m

 /
 B

ill
 N

o
ll


